
Consider archaeology early! If you plan ahead
and consider archaeology in advance, you may
identify opportunities to eliminate or greatly
reduce impacts to archaeological sites, which will
ultimately reduce costs and delays to your project.  

Find out if your project is situated on a recorded
archaeological site or within a known area of
archaeological potential. You can submit a free
archaeological information request with the BC
Archaeology Branch but response time will vary.
Alternatively, the BCAPA will perform a data
check within 2-5 business days for a fee.  

Contact the BCAPA for further information! 

 www.bcapa.ca

THINGS TO CONSIDER

Not all archaeological sites are recorded  - but
all are protected. Thousands of archaeological
sites are registered or expanded every year. Even
if there is not currently a registered
archaeological site in conflict with your project
you may still require an archaeological
assessment if work is in an area of
archaeological potential.  

The cost of archaeological work related to a
proposed development is the responsibility of
the proponent.  

Issuance of HCA permits can take over a year.
Permitting timelines depend on factors such as
the type of project, level of ground disturbance,
the archaeological site involved, and whether
multiple permits are required. 

Archaeological permit requirements will impact
the timeline of your project. For example, if you
are hiring an excavation contractor, consider that
excavating within an archaeological site and/or
area of potential will be much slower than in an
area without archaeological sensitivities.  

ADVICE FROM THE BCAPA

 ARCHAEOLOGY AND
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

IN BRITISH COLUMBIA



ARCHAEOLOGICAL PERMITS IN BC

HCA permit applications must be reviewed by the
Archaeology Branch and will almost always require
that a qualified archaeologist hold or co-hold the
permit on behalf of the proponent. You project may
require one or all of the following permits: 

Heritage Inspection Permits / Heritage
Investigation Permits
These permits set the ground rules for how
archaeological studies are undertaken, obligating
the permit holder to standardized methods and
practices. 

Site Alteration Permits
These permits authorize impacts to an
archaeological site and generally conform to
specific allowances in terms of the extent that a
development may impact an archaeological site. 

WHY DOES ARCHAEOLOGY MATTER?

LAW AND ARCHAEOLOGY IN BC

Archaeological sites are of incredible importance
to many First Nations communities. These sites
may be the only tangible link a community has to
its ancestors and culturally significant places. 
Archaeological sites provide information about
BC’s human history and are of high scientific,
cultural, economic, and/or educational value. 
Archaeological resources are non-renewable,
similar to mineral deposits, arable land, forests, fish,
and wildlife. 
Many archaeological sites have persisted on the
landscape for thousands of years. One minute of
uncontrolled excavation within an
archaeological site can cause significant,
irreversible damage. 
Archaeological sites, whether formally recorded or
not, are legally protected. Unauthorized impacts
to an archaeological site are a contravention of
the law, which may result in significant delays to
the project as well as financial penalties and/or
imprisonment. 

In BC, archaeological sites that pre-date AD 1846 are
automatically protected under the Heritage
Conservation Act (HCA). Protection under the HCA
means that it is against the law to alter, damage, or
change an archaeological site, including by
removing or attempting to remove a part of an
archaeological site (e.g., collecting an artifact),
unless authorized to do so by an HCA permit.
Archaeological sites are protected whether or not they
are registered, on private property, or previously
impacted.  
 
In 2019, the Province of BC passed the Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act (DRIPA) into law.
DRIPA outlines the Province’s responsibility to
uphold specific, legally protected rights of
Indigenous Peoples regarding their cultural
heritage, which pertains to the majority of
archaeological sites in BC. Some First Nations have
their own heritage permitting processes separate
from the HCA which may apply to your project. 
 
The BC Archaeology Branch (Ministry of Forests)
regulates archaeologists and administers the HCA,
including the issuance and enforcement of HCA
permits. The Province has a legal obligation to
engage with First Nations and must provide an
opportunity for comments on any project
anticipated to affect an archaeological site prior to
the issuance of permits. In some cases, proponents
must redesign their project to avoid or reduce
impacts to archaeological resources.  
 

WHAT IS ARCHAEOLOGY?

Archaeology is the study of human history through
the interpretation and analysis of material remains. In
BC, archaeology is largely focused on the heritage of
First Nations peoples who have stewarded the lands
and waters since time immemorial. The
archaeological record of BC currently extends to at
least 14,000 years before present and includes over
62,000 registered archaeological sites.

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96187_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96187_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/19044
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/19044

