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BCAPA Statement on Archaeology, Human Remains, and Cultural Heritage

In response to media inquiries regarding archaeological findings in Kamloops and their potential
policy implications, the BC Association of Professional Archaeologists has issued the following
statement:

The Heritage Conservation Act (HCA) automatically protects all recorded and unrecorded pre-
1846 archaeological sites on public and private land, as well as certain types of more recent sites,
whether intact or disturbed. Human remains of any age are protected under the Heritage
Conservation Act, the Cemeteries Act, the Coroner’s Act, the Cremation, Internment, and Funeral
Services Act, and the Consumer Protection Act. Displaying images of human remains without
consent is inappropriate in any context, and this standard applies to all peoples.

The BCAPA supports UNDRIP/DRIPA and Indigenous authority over the management and care of
their cultural heritage. Resources such as the Archaeology Branch, BC Association of Professional
Archaeologists (BCAPA), and consulting archaeologists are available to conduct data checks and
provide guidance before projects begin. Many Indigenous communities also offer online
resources that provide guidance on how to work in a mutually respectful and culturally
appropriate way.

Sincerely,

The BCAPA Directors
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