
Only degree of its kind in the world

One year, full-time taught programme 

Part-time study available 

January and September start dates 

Investigate the material culture and heritage of the far northern
hemisphere, a region that includes Scotland, the North Atlantic,
Scandinavia and Baltic Europe, northern Russia and the
circumpolar region through Siberia, the North Pacific and high-
latitude North America. With an emphasis on colonisation and
culture contact, lifeways and world-views, you will be provided
with a thorough knowledge of the theory and practice specific to
northern archaeology, together with the foundation for further
study or professional employment. In addition you will have
acquired detailed competence in a specialist regional or
chronological field, chosen from a range of options across the
entire northern world.

MSc ARCHAEOLOGY
OF THE NORTH

www.abdn.ac.uk/archaeology



Duration
The MSc programme is a 12 month full-time (24 months
part-time) programme beginning in September and
January each year. Students wishing to study towards a
Postgraduate Diploma can complete in 9 months full-
time (21 months part-time).

Programme Structure and Content
The programme is offered full-time over one calendar
year (September to September) and part time over two
calendar years. The schedule of work for part-time
students is agreed in consultation with the programme
director. The MSc requires the successful completion of
180 credits, including four 30-credit core modules, and a
60-credit dissertation.

The 30-credit core modules include:

> Northern Worlds

> Northern Cultures and Peoples

> Theory and Method in Research*

> Advanced Archaeological Approaches in Northern
Research*

*Subject to agreement, the course can be replaced with
one from a sister discipline, such as Anthropology of the
North.

The 60-credit dissertation is prepared on a research
subject to be agreed with the student’s advisor, normally
in a field related to the chosen elective module.

Learning & Assessment
Classes are taught through lectures, small group tutorials
and seminars.A main focus of the MSc is development of
individual research skills through dissertation work.

Assessment for each 30-credit taught module is on the
basis of one 3000-word essay and one 3000-word project
on topics relevant to the course. The nature of the project
may vary from course to course and include reports,
exercises and oral presentations.

Following successful completion of the taught modules,
students are allowed to advance to the dissertation (60-
credits), which involves in-depth original research on a
topic chosen in consultation with the student’s advisor.
Dissertations will normally be 12,000 words in length.

Students who complete the taught modules, but who do
not wish to write a dissertation,may thereafter be
awarded the Postgraduate Diploma (PgDip).

Entry Requirements
Candidates will normally have a 2:1 Honours level
degree or equivalent, preferably in Archaeology or a
related discipline across the arts, social sciences or
physical sciences. Mature students who do not meet the
normal entry requirement but who have appropriate
professional experience may also be considered.

If your first language is not English, it is important that
your proficiency in English is good in order for you to
study successfully at the University of Aberdeen. Without
this ability you will find great difficulty in understanding
lectures, producing written work and sitting
examinations. Even if you have been educated in the
medium of English you must meet our English Language
requirements. These are located at
www.abdn.ac.uk/international/
english-requirements

This programme requires that you meet the
'Postgraduate Standard' level of English proficiency. If
you are in doubt about your proficiency in English,
contact the British Council office or its equivalent in your
country.

Archaeology at Aberdeen
Established in 2007, we are the UK's youngest
archaeology department, located in one of the nation's
oldest universities. As befits the 'Global University of the
North', archaeology at Aberdeen has a special high
latitude focus that is found nowhere else. Our teaching
spans the humanities and physical sciences, with two
undergraduate degrees and a suite of postgraduate
programmes that offer a complete archaeological
education with a distinctive northern flavour.

How to Apply
For details on how to apply, please visit
www.abdn.ac.uk/postgraduate/apply

Further Information
Graduate School Admission Unit
College of Physical Sciences
University of Aberdeen
Fraser Noble Building
Kings College
Aberdeen
AB24 3UE

Tel: +44 (0)1224 272655
Fax: +44 (0)1224 272818
Email: cpsgrad@abdn.ac.uk
Web: www.abdn.ac.uk/study/courses/postgraduate/
taught/archaeology_north

Or be our friend at
www.facebook.com/universityofaberdeen
www.twitter.com/aberdeenuni
www.facebook.com/groups/150170328419801/


